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CAUSE NO. PR-11-3238-1 
 

IN RE: ESTATE OF MAX D. HOPPER § IN THE PROBATE COURT 
DECEASED §  
 §  
JO N. HOPPER, §  

Plaintiff §   
 § NO. 1 
v. §  
 §  
JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, NA §  
STEPHEN B. HOPPER AND LAURA §  
S. WASSMER, §  

Defendants § DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

DEFENDANTS STEPHEN B. HOPPER’S AND LAURA S. WASSMER’S 
TRIAL WITNESS LIST FILED PURSUANT TO TEX. R. CIV. P. 166(h)-(i) 

 
 Defendants Stephen B. Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer submit the following as their Trial 

Witness List under this Court’s active scheduling order and Tex. R. Civ. P. 166(h)-(i). 

 The following witnesses are expected to testify at trial, not necessarily in this order: 
 
1 
 

Stephen B. Hopper 
c/o Anthony Vitullo and Taylor Horton 
Fee, Smith, Sharp & Vitullo, LLP 
Three Galleria Tower 
13155 Noel Road, Suite 1000 
Dallas, Texas 75240 
T: (972) 934-9100 
 
Dr. Stephen B. Hopper may testify to topics including but not limited to: (1) his 
professional and educational background; (2) his relationship with his father, 
Max D. Hopper; (3) his relationship with Laura S. Wassmer; (4) his relationship 
with Jo Hopper; (5) the circumstances and timing of his father’s death; (6) the 
circumstances surrounding the retention/appointment of JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A. as Temporary Administrator and Independent Administrator of his father’s 
estate; (7) the factual bases underlying all claims and defenses asserted in his and 
Laura Wassmer’s live pleadings and the content of his discovery responses; 
(8) damages he suffered as a result of JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s and Jo 
Hopper’s conduct; (8) his concerns with JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s 
administration of his father’s estate; and (9) non-privileged communications he 
engaged in related to and/or with JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. and its personnel, 
Jo Hopper, Laura Wassmer, Doris King, and attorneys retained by JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A. and Jo Hopper. 
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2 
 

Laura S. Wassmer 
c/o Anthony Vitullo and Taylor Horton 
Fee, Smith, Sharp & Vitullo, LLP 
Three Galleria Tower 
13155 Noel Road, Suite 1000 
Dallas, Texas 75240 
T: (972) 934-9100 
 
Ms. Laura S. Wassmer is anticipated to testify to topics including but not limited 
to: (1) her professional and educational background; (2) her relationship with her 
father, Max D. Hopper; (3) her relationship with Stephen B. Hopper; (4) her 
relationship with Jo Hopper; (5) the circumstances and timing of his father’s 
death; (6) the circumstances surrounding the retention/appointment of JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A. as Temporary Administrator and Independent Administrator of 
her father’s estate; (7) the factual bases underlying all claims and defenses 
asserted in her and Stephen B. Hopper’s live pleadings and the content of her 
discovery responses; (8) damages she suffered as a result of JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.’s and Jo Hopper’s conduct; (8) her concerns with JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.’s administration of her father’s estate; and (9) non-privileged 
communications she engaged in related to and/or with JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A. and its personnel, Jo Hopper, Laura Wassmer, Stephen B. Hopper, Doris 
King, Laura S. Wassmer’s CPA, and attorneys retained by JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. and Jo Hopper.  
 

3 Jerry Jones 
Ikard Golden Jones, P.C. 
400 West 15th Street, Suite 975 
Austin, TX 78701 
Phone: (512) 472-6695 
 
Mr. Jones is anticipated to testify in accordance with the expert opinions 
contained in his expert report, the topics identified in his expert designation, his 
deposition testimony, and Defendants Stephen B. Hopper’s and Laura S. 
Wassmer’s responses to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s and Jo Hopper’s requests 
for disclosure, which are all incorporated herein by reference as though set forth 
at length. Mr. Jones may also testify regarding facts or opinions developed at 
trial. 
 

4 Sarah Williamson 
Sarah Jane Tate Williamson, P.C. 
5646 Milton St. Ste 920 
Dallas, Texas 75206 
T: (214) 696-2474 

Ms. Williamson is anticipated to testify about the situation surrounding 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s attempts to gather documents pertaining to Jo 
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Hopper, Max D. Hopper, and Max D. Hopper & Associates. Ms. Williamson is 
also expected to testify regarding the efforts Jo Hopper and her legal counsel 
undertook to block JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s access to said records. Ms. 
Williamson may also testify about any other topic contained in her deposition 
testimony. 

5 Kal Grant 
3817 Park Place 
Addison, Texas 75001 
(214) 780-2536 
 
Ms. Grant is anticipated to testify to topics including but not limited to: 
(1) JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A’s initial contacts with Jo Hopper, Stephen 
B. Hopper, and Laura S. Wassmer; (2) JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s 
“pipeline” system; (3) how individuals are identified as potential 
“prospects” at JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.; (4) how certain individuals 
are compensated within the bank, including bonus compensation; 
(4) JPMorgan Chase Bank., N.A.’s efforts to determine whether Stephen 
B. Hopper and/or Laura S. Wassmer should have been considered 
“prospects”; (5) what investigations were conducted to make said 
determination, if any; (6) the legal duties owed by JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A. to Stephen B. Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer; (7) training provided 
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. to its employees regarding maintenance of 
a “Chinese wall” between different divisions; (8) her position and that of 
Todd Baird and similarly situated individuals within JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. and the job duties of those positions; and (9) the meetings and 
communications between JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s employees and Jo 
Hopper throughout the administration process. 
 

6 Celia Doris King 
12045 De Or Drive 
Dallas, Texas 75230 
T: (972) 726-7634 
 
Celia Doris King may be called to testify to topics including but not limited 
to: (1) her longstanding relationship with Jo Hopper; (2) communications 
between herself and Jo Hopper concerning the administration of the estate 
of Max D. Hopper; (3) her retention, storage, and destruction of documents 
belonging to Max D. Hopper and/or Max D. Hopper & Associates; 
and (4) shredding of documents belonging to Max D. Hopper and/or Max 
D. Hopper & Associates, Jo Hopper’s involvement in that shredding, 
JPMorgan Chase N.A.’s involvement in that shredding, if any, what 
documents were destroyed, and how those documents were singled-out for 
destruction. 
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7 
 

Anthony Vitullo 
Fee, Smith, Sharp & Vitullo, LLP 
Three Galleria Tower 
13155 Noel Road, Suite 1000 
Dallas, Texas 75240 
T: (972) 934-9100 
 
Mr. Vitullo is anticipated to testify in accordance with the expert opinions 
contained in his expert report and supplement thereto, the topics identified in his 
expert designation (subject to any standing agreements with opposing counsel), 
his deposition testimony, and Defendants Stephen B. Hopper’s and Laura S. 
Wassmer’s responses to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s and Jo Hopper’s requests 
for disclosure, which are all incorporated herein by reference as though set forth 
at length. 

 
 The following witnesses may be called to testify: 
 
6 
 

Lyle Pishny 
Lathrop & Gage, LLP 
10851 Mastin Boulevard 
Building 82, Suite 1000 
Overland Park, KS 66210-1669 
T: (913) 451-5101 
 
Lyle Pishney may be called to testify regarding efforts he undertook on 
Stephen B. Hopper’s and Laura S. Wassmer’s behalf to facilitate the 
purchase by Jo Hopper of Stephen B. Hopper’s and Laura S. Wassmer’s 
interests in the real property located at 9 Robledo Dr., Dallas, Texas 75230. 
This topic may include testimony regarding communications he made on 
behalf of Stephen B. Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer to the other parties in 
this suit, whether individually or through counsel. 
 

7 
 

Todd Baird 
3445 Binkley 
Dallas, Texas 75205 
T: (214)-954-1999 
 
Todd Baird may be called to testify regarding meetings between JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A. personnel and Jo Hopper, Stephen B. Hopper, and Laura 
S. Wassmer. Todd Baird may also be called to testify regarding Jo Hopper’s 
investments with JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s private banking division. 
 

8 
 

Denise M. Sullivan, CPA 
8080 Ward Parkway, Ste. 104 
Kansas City, MO 64114 
(816) 237-1293 
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Denise M. Sullivan, CPA may be called to testify about her observations of 
fact concerning JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s conduct in timing the Estate 
of Max D. Hopper’s income and deductions, and JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A.’s over-reporting of income. 
 

9 
 

Jo Hopper 
c/o Loewinsohn Flegle Deary Simon LLP 
12377 Merit Dr. # 900 
Dallas, Texas 75251 
T: (214) 572-1700 
 
Jo Hopper may be called to testify about: (1) her professional and 
educational background; (2) her relationship with  Max D. Hopper; (3) her 
relationship with Stephen B. Hopper; (4) her relationship with Laura S. 
Wassmer; (5) the circumstances and timing of Max D. Hopper’s death; 
(6) the circumstances surrounding the retention/appointment of JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A. as Temporary Administrator and Independent 
Administrator of her father’s estate; (7) the factual bases underlying all 
claims and defenses asserted in Laura S. Wassmer’s and Stephen B. 
Hopper’s live pleadings and the content of their discovery responses; (8) her 
concerns with JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s administration of her father’s 
estate; (9) non-privileged communications she engaged in related to and/or 
with JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. and its personnel, Jo Hopper, Laura 
Wassmer, Stephen B. Hopper, Doris King, , and attorneys retained by 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. and Jo Hopper; (10) her actions relating to 
appraisals and/or sale of certain assets, including but not limited to the real 
property located at 9 Robledo Dr., Dallas, Texas 75230, wine, golf clubs, 
and Max D. Hopper’s coin collection; and (11) her communications with 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s private wealth management personnel and 
her private accounts at JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. 
 

10 
 

Susan Novak 
2200 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
T: (214) 965-2925 
 
Susan Novak may be called to testify about topics including but not limited 
to: (1) her professional and educational background; (2) the circumstances 
surrounding JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s retention and appointment as 
Independent Administrator of the Estate of Max D. Hopper; (3) her contacts 
with Stephen B. Hopper, Laura S. Wassmer, and Jo Hopper, whether 
individually or through their respective counsel; (4) JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A.’s attempts to solicit Jo Hopper’s private banking business; 
(5) communications occurring between JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s 
private banking division and the its estate settlement division during the 
administration of the estate of Max D. Hopper; (6) tax issues surrounding 
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the administration of the estate of Max D. Hopper, including 
communications to Stephen B. Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer on that topic; 
(7) JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s use of legal services provided by Hunton 
& Williams, LLP during and related to the administration of the Estate of 
Max D. Hopper, including review and approval of Hunton & Williams, 
LLP’s fee invoices, the type of work Hunton & Williams, LLP performed, 
non-privileged communications from Hunton & Williams, LLP to 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s personnel and/or Stephen B. Hopper and/or 
Laura Wassmer and/or Jo Hopper (or their respective counsel); (8) her 
compensation structure; (9) the contents of her personnel file, including any 
disciplinary action or significant medical concerns/leaves of absence; 
(10) appraisals and/or sale of any assets of the Estate of Max D. Hopper and 
any correspondence related to the same; (11) attempts of JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. to marshall and safeguard assets of the Estate of Max D. 
Hopper, including but not limited to documents in the possession of Sarah 
Williamson, CPA; (12) the relative size of fees under Texas Probate Code 
Section 241 v. fees under the standard rate; Defendants Stephen B. Hopper 
and Laura S. Wassmer reserve the right to question on any topic covered in 
Susan Novak’s deposition testimony.  
 

11 
 

Tom Cantrill 
1445 Ross Ave. Suite 3700 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
T: (214) 468-3311 
 
Mr. Cantrill may be called to testify on topics including but not limited to: 
(1) JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s choice to use him to provide legal 
services relating to the Estate of Max D. Hopper; (2) the “conflicts check” 
he performed when asked to accept that representation; (3) his prior 
representation of Jo Hopper; (4) any communication he had with Stephen B. 
Hopper, Laura S. Wasmmer, and Jo Hopper (whether individually or 
through counsel) relating in any way to the administration of the Estate of 
Max D. Hopper; (5) Hunton & Williams, LLP’s billing as it relates to the 
administration of the estate of Max D. Hopper or any litigation arising 
therefrom. Stephen B. Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer reserve the right to 
question on any topic covered in Tom Cantrill’s depositions. 
 

12 
 

Michael Graham 
8204 Elmbrook Dr. #161 
Dallas, Texas 75247 
T: (214) 358-6060 
 
Mr. Graham may be called to testify on topics including but not limited to: 
(1) his non-privileged communications relating to the administration of the 
estate of Max D. Hopper; (2) actions he took on behalf of Jo N. Hopper 
relating in any way to the administration of the estate of Max D. Hopper. 
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Stephen B. Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer reserve the right to question on 
any topic covered in Michael Graham’s depositions. 
 

13 Wendy Bessette 
3761 Park Place 
Addison, Texas 75001 
T: (214) 468-3311 
 
Wendy Bessette may be called to testify on topics including but not limited 
to: (1) the timeline of the factual events giving rise to this suit, beginning 
with the death of Max D. Hopper; (2) JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.’s 
criticisms of Jo Hopper’s conduct during the administration of the Estate of 
Max D. Hopper, including but not limited to Jo Hopper’s unilateral 
involvement in appraisal activities, in contacting companies in which Max 
D. Hopper and/or Max D Hopper & Associates had financial interests 
without involving the Independent Administrator the subjects of those 
contacts, and in failing to produce or to instruct Sarah Williamson to 
produce assets and/or documents pertaining to either Max D. Hopper or 
Max D. Hopper & Associates; (3) assets of the Estate of Max D. Hopper; 
(4) efforts of JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. to recover documents in the 
possession of Sarah Williamson pertaining to either Max D. Hopper or Max 
D. Hopper & Associates; (5) purported solutions JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
N.A. made to Stephen B. Hopper, Laura S. Wassmer, and Jo Hopper to 
resolve the dispute regarding the property located at 9 Robledo Drive, 
Dallas, Texas 75230; (6) the services performed by Hunton & Williams, 
LLP relating to the administration of the Estate of Max D. Hopper and any 
litigation relating thereto; (7) the cost the services performed by Hunton & 
Williams, LLP relating to the administration of the Estate of Max D. 
Hopper and any litigation relating thereto; (8) her understanding of who 
held most of the records pertaining to the Estate of Max D. Hopper; (9) the 
differences between the fees JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. would be entitled 
to under the Texas Estates Code v. the fees they actually charged under the 
Fee Agreement (deposition exhibit 7); (10) her understanding of whether 
JPMorgan had ever administered an estate with the same essential 
characteristics as the Estate of Max D. Hopper; (11) what JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. was aware of regarding the family dynamic between Jo Hopper, 
Stephen B. Hopper, and Laura S. Wassmer before agreeing to provide estate 
administration services; and (12) non-privileged communications between 
any of JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Jo Hopper, Laura S. Wassmer, and 
Stephen B. Hopper, either directly or through counsel. Stephen B. Hopper 
and Laura S. Wassmer reserve the right to question on any topic covered in 
Wendy Bessette’s depositions. 
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14 
 

Gary Stolbach 
Glast, Phillips & Murray, P.C. 
14801 Quorum Drive #500 
Dallas, Texas 75254 
T: (972) 419-8300 
 
Gary Stolbach may be called to testify regarding the conduct of JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, N.A. during its administration of the estate of Max D. Hopper, 
particularly that conduct occurring during his representation of Stephen B. 
Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer. Gary Stolbach may also testify regarding 
fee invoices created by Glast, Phillips, & Murray, P.C. and submitted to 
Stephen B. Hopper and Laura S. Wassmer. 
 

 
 Defendants reserve the right to supplement or modify this list if new information 

becomes available, particularly during the deposition of Stephen B. Hopper noticed by 

agreement of the parties for September 30, 2016. Defendants also reserve the right to identify 

and obtain testimony from rebuttal witnesses. Defendants further reserve the right to call any 

witnesses identified by Plaintiff Jo Hopper and Defendant JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
FEE, SMITH, SHARP & VITULLO, L.L.P 
 

 
       ________________________________ 

ANTHONY L. VITULLO 
State Bar No. 20595500 
TAYLOR HORTON 
State Bar No.  24086402 
Three Galleria Tower 
13155 Noel Road, Suite 1000 
Dallas, Texas 75240 
(972) 934-9100 
(972) 934-9200 [Fax] 
lvitullo@feesmith.com   
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Christopher M. McNeill  
BLOCK & GARDEN, LLP  
Sterling Plaza  
5949 Sherry Lane, Suite 900  
Dallas, Texas 75225  
(214) 866-0990 
(214) 866-0991 [Fax] 
mcneill@bgvllp.com  
 
James S. Bell 
JAMES S. BELL, PC 
5942 Colhurst 
Dallas, TX 75230 
214-668-9000 
james@jamesbellpc.com  
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANTS, 
STEPHEN B. HOPPER AND 
LAURA S. WASSMER  
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
This is to certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing document has 

been served on all counsel of record on July 18, 2017, in accordance with the Texas Rules of 
Civil Procedure to: 
 
Alan S. Loewinsohn 
Jim L. Flegle 
Kerry Schonwald 
Loewinsohn Flegle Deary LLP 
12377 Merit Dr., Suite 900 
Dallas, Texas 75251 
214-572-1717 Facsimile 
alanl@lfdlaw.com 
jimf@lfdlaw.com 
kerrys@lfdlaw.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 
 
 

John C. Eichman 
Thomas H. Cantrill 
Hunton & Williams, LLP 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 3700 
Dallas, TX 75202 
214-468-3599 Facsimile 
jeichman@hunton.com 
tcantrill@hunton.com 
Attorneys for Defendant, JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A., in its Capacity as Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of Max D. 
Hopper, Deceased, and in its Corporate 
Capacity 
 

 
 
 

                                                                       
TAYLOR HORTON 

1 
                                                
1 This document was originally served on September 26, 2017 in anticipation of the original trial setting. 


